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Introduction 

• Noise in recent years has emerged as one of the important
pollutants of environment.

• Noise of dhol, dhapli, bigul and shankh has been in the root
of our Indian Culture. There is hardly any religious ceremony
or festival in India being performed without any noise. But
due to the rapid growth of urbanization and industrialization,
noise has become a serious challenge to the quality of life of
the people in most of the industrialized countries.

• The noise carries its adverse effects on human health, animals
and birds by way of causing various health hazards. Thus
noise is poised to challenge to human survival.



Introduction 

• A new problem of noise pollution emerged in recent years in
India is an outcome of the indiscriminate use of loudspeakers.
Its indiscriminate use from religious places and in
performance of religious ceremonies and discourses
sometimes makes it so difficult for the people to enjoy their
basic freedoms with all human dignity.



Meaning of noise pollution

• Noise pollution can be defined as unwanted or offensive
sounds that unreasonably intrude into our daily activities.

• J. Tiffin states that noise is a sound which is disagreeable to
the individual and which disturb the normal activities of an
individual.

• Harrell defines noise as 'an unwanted sound which increases
fatigue & under some industrial conditions it causes deafness'.

• The Wilson Committee of Britain on the problem of noise in
its report in 1963 – defined 'noise as 'sound which is
undesired by the recipient'.



• According to Environmental Health Criteria –'noise is
considered as any unwanted sound that may adversely affect
the health and well-being of individuals or the populations'.

• In Chambers 21st century dictionary the definition of noise
has undergone a change. Noise pollution stand carved out as
phrase separately from noise. Noise – a sound; a harsh
disagreeable sound, or such bound; an excessive or annoying
degree of noise in a particular area, e.g. from traffic or
airplane engines.



• The term "noise pollution" has not been defined in the Central
Legislative Acts anywhere. But Environment (Protection) Act,
1986 recognizes noise as an "environmental pollution" and
empowers the Central Government to frame the rules
prescribing the maximum permissible limits for noise in
different areas. In 1987, amendment to the Air (Prevention
And Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 expanded the definition
of "air pollution" to include noise. Therefore, it is necessary to
understand the meaning of "noise" and "pollutants.



Measurement of Noise

• The measure of noise is known as decibel. The word decibel is
made of two words 'deci' means 10 and 'bel' is derived from
the name of the scientist Graham Bell, who invented it. In
logarithmic scale, decibel (db) is a standard unit for
measurement of sound. The permissible decibel scale for
different places is as follows:
– 1. The Softest sound that can be heard by human ear is
called db (zero decibel)

– 2. Each tenfold increase in sound intensity is represented
by an additional 10dB. Thus a 10dB sound is 10 times as
intense as the faintest audible sound (that still is not very
much).



• The sound level in a quiet library is about 1000 times as
intense as the faintest audible sound. Therefore, sound level
in the library is 10 dB + dB or 30 dB.

• In India, Mumbai, Kolkata, Delhi, Chennai, and Nagpur are
the noisiest cities. The society for clean Environment
appropriately names ' so clean' and Nagpur University
submitted a study that the noise levels of these cities are
much higher than 45 decibels prescribed by the WHO
(World Health Organization).



FACTORS AND SOURCES OF 
NOISE POLLUTION 

• Factors:-
• Urbanization
• Industrialization
• Poverty & Illiteracy
• Growth of population
• Sources:-
• The sources of noise pollution may be broadly classified into

two classes:
1. Industrial Sources
2. Non-Industrial Sources



• Industrial Sources -The industrial sources may include noise
from various industrial operations in cities, like boilers,
machineries, foundries, flour mills, cutting machines, etc.
Noise is a byproduct of energy conservation and every
industry produces noise. Pollution due to big machines
working a high speed have high-noise intensity.

• Non-Industrial Sources -Non – industrial sources of noise
pollution can further be divided into the following categories:

• Loudspeakers
• ConstructionWorks
• Automobiles
• Trains
• Aircrafts
• Radio, Microphones



Effects

• Excessive noise is an inescapable product of industrial
environment which is increasing very fast with the
advancement in industrialization.

• Noise is an unwanted, unpleasant and annoying sound
caused by vibration of the matter. Vibrations impinge on the
ear drum of a human or animal and setup a nervous
disturbance, which we call sound. When the effects of sound
are undesirable that it may be termed as "Noise." Noise from
industry, traffic, homes and recreation can cause annoyance,
disturb sleep and affect health. Thus, sound is a potentially
serious pollutant and threat to environmental health.



• Noise pollution is a serious threat to public health and
welfare. Noise is a major health hazard. Noise is a stressor on
the human body. It causes "fight to flight" syndrome, releasing
cortical and other harmful chemicals into the flood stream.
Overtime, these chemicals build up in the body, leading to a
host of health problems, including cardiovascular disease,
aggression, Chronic fatigue, headaches, high flood pressure,
mental illness, and anxiety.

• In addition, a growing body of evidence confirms that noise
pollution has both temporary and permanent effects on the
endocrine and autonomic nervous systems.



• According to Prof. Gral, Professor at Marburge University,
more than 155 dB of sound may burns the skin and 198 dB
may cause of death.

• There is no doubt that the noise affects human health
adversely.



LEGAL PROVISIONS 
• The concern of the government for providing clean

environment through environmental policy, planning and
management has been very deep and sincere since 1970s.
This is very clear from the national plan documents. The
management of environmental despoliation was for the first
time clearly provided in the Fourth Five Year Plan (1969-74).
This plan highlighted the environmental issues .

• Since then the environmental matters have assumed
significance and the Sixth Five Year Plan (1980-1985) also
attached importance to the subject of environmental
conservation and control. Perceiving the problems of
environment and its impact on national development
environmental management has come to occupy a place of
priority at the hands of government.



• The Bhopal gas tragedy of 1984, one of the world’s worst
industrial disasters which claimed 30,000 lives and crippled
1,50,000 revealed several inadequacies in our safety and
environmental legislations, particularly in its capacity to
prevent and deal with consequences of catastrophic accidents
involving hazardous chemicals.

• After the disaster, the Government of India and Indian public
has become aware and are now more vigilant in protecting
environment. In the period following Bhopal disaster, there
have been major changes and new enactments in the
following laws were included:-



1. 1987 amendments to the Factories Act, 1948 and the rules;
2. Enactment of a new Environment (Protection) Act 1986 and

a series of rules; under, including 1992 amendment to
Environment Protection Rules;

3. Manufacture Storage and Import of Hazardous Chemical
Rules, 1989;

4. The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991;
5. Revised Motor Vehicle Act, 1988;
6. Central Motor Vehicle Rules, 1989 with latest amendments;
7. Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substance Act, 1985;
8. The Bhopal Gas Leak Disaster (Processing of Claims) Act,

1985;



• The above mentioned changes, amendments and enactments
taken together have provided a significant frame work for the
preservation and control of major accidents involving noise
pollution, hazardous chemicals and have placed new
responsibilities on and in challenging role for key factors i.e.
industry and its top management workers and their
organizations, regulatory agencies and local authorities and
people residing in the vicinity of the industry.

• When we come to the laws relating to the control and
abatement of Noise pollution, we have not find any specific
legislation enacted for such problem. In India still there is no
specific enactment for the control and abatement of the Noise
Pollution. Some existing laws are there which regulate the
problem of Noise Pollution, we will discuss it further.



• The developed countries already enacted specific laws to
control the Noise Pollution like:
– In England- Noise Abatement Act 1960
– acc/q to the sec 2 of this Act, Loudspeakers shall not be
operate:

a) Between 9pm- 8am morning for any purpose.
b) At any other time for the purpose of advertising any

entertainment, trade or business .
– There has been certain exceptions like the use of
loudspeakers by police, fire brigade etc will be allowed.

– In USA- Noise Pollution and Abatement Act 1970



– In Great Britain- the Control of Pollution Act 1974
– In Japan- Noise Control Laws of 1968

• In India, noise related Laws under State Legislations:-
– Bihar Control of the use and play of loudspeaker Act
1955: provides restrictions against use and play of
loudspeakers

– Bihar and Orissa Motor Vehicle Rules, 1930
– Delhi Motor Vehicle Rules 1940



• Noise related Laws under Central Legislations:-
– Noise Pollution Control under the Indian Penal Code
(1860)- Noise is considered as public nuisance under
Section 268 of the Indian Penal Code and thus, there is a
criminal liability of a person relating to his illegal
omission resulting in common injury, danger or
annoyance to the people in general.
The acts of public nuisance have been made punishable
under Section 290 of the Indian Penal Code which
provides that whoever commits a public nuisance in any
case not otherwise punishable by the Code shall be
punished with the fine which may extend to two hundred
rupees.



– Noise Pollution Control under the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973:- The provisions of Criminal Procedure
Code, 1973 (Cr.P.C) can also be invoked to prevent the
pollution of almost all kinds, including noise pollution.
Under S.133 and S.144 of Criminal Procedure Code, the
Executive Magistrates have been authorized to issue
certain conditional orders.

– Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981:-
Although originally, the Air (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act 1981 was enacted exclusively for the
control of air pollution, but by Amendment Act 1987, the
problem of noise was also covered within the definition of
air pollutants under this Act. In this Act no specific
provision for the control of noise pollution has been made.



Thus, noise pollution can be controlled under various
provisions of this Act, under Section 16(2)(6) of the Air Act it
is the function of the Central Pollution Control Board to plan
and cause to be executed a nation wide program for the
prevention, control or abatement of air pollution.
Similarly under this Act, the State Pollution Control Board has
got the powers not only to include the noise within its plan
and comprehensive program for the prevention, control or
abatement of air pollution but also to lay down the standards
for noise along with the standards of air pollutants regarding
industrial plans and automobiles.



– The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 and the
Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986:- Section 6 of the
Act empowers the government to make rules to regulate
environmental pollution. Under this Section the Central
Govt. can make rules providing for "the maximum
allowable limits of concentration of various
environmental pollutants (including noise) pollution in
different areas."
Thus, the Central Government has the power to control
noise pollution by laying down the maximum allowable
limits of noise in the environment. There is also general
power of the Central Government to take measures to



protect and improve the quality of environment and
preventing, controlling and abating environmental
pollution. Accordingly, the central govt. has enacted the
Environment (Protection) Rules which provides for the
maximum allowable limits of various environmental
pollutants including noise.

– In 2000, Indian Govt. made Rules which cover Noise
Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000.



NOISE POLLUTION (REGULATION 
AND CONTROL) RULES, 2000) 

» There was no direct provisions Noise Pollution under
EPA1986 or any other legislations.

» The increasing ambient noise level in public places from
industries, construction activities, generator sets,
loudspeakers, public address systems, music systems,
vehicular horns and other mechanical devices have
deleterious effects on human health and the psychological
well being of the people. Therefore, it is considered necessary
to regulate and control noise producing and generating
sources with the objective of maintaining the ambient air
quality standards in respect of noise.

» It was need of the hour to come with a law which would
regulate and control noise producing and generating sources.

» It containing total 8 Rules and 1 schedule.



― Rule 1:- Short-title and commencement
― Rule 2:- Definitions
― Rule 3:- Ambient air quality standards in respect of noise for

different areas/zones
― Rule 4:- Responsibility as to enforcement of noise pollution

control measures
― Rule 5:- Restrictions on the use of loud speakers
― Rule 6:- Consequences
― Rule 7:- Complaints to the authority
― Rule 8:- Power to prohibit
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